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CHALLENGES  CONFRONTING  AMERICAN  LEPROSY  MISSIONS.  INC. 

AND  THEIR  CONSTITUENCIES 

CHANGES  IN  LEPROSY  THERAPY 

1  —  Exceptional  advances  —  medical,  surgical  and  social  —  have  been  made 
in  the  therapy  of  leprosy.  The  sulfone  drugs  are  rendering  bacteriologically  negative 
a  large  number  of  patients.  The  non-infectiveness  of  a  larger  number,  even  when 
positive,  has  been  established.  Thousands  can  now  be  treated  at  clinics  instead  of 
mere  hundreds  in  settlements. 

2  —  Surgical  correction  of  some  deformities  and  the  prevention  of  others  now 
make  it  possible,  physically,  to  return  most  negative  patients  to  normal  life.  Vocational 
retraining  and  social  acceptance  await  better  social  leadership. 

THE  HISTORIC  WITNESS 

3  —  Toward  these  ends,  unpredictable  a  few  years  ago,  Christian  missions  took 
the  first  steps  a  hundred  and  more  years  ago.  Missionaries  were  then  the  pioneers 
in  even  rescuing  leprosy  victims  from  misery  and  starvation.  Slowly  governments  and 
secular  agencies  began  to  follow  their  example. 

THE  PRESENT  OPPORTUNITY 

% 

4  —  Into  the  new,  startlingly  altered  therapy  of  leprosy  the  governments  of 
several  countries  have  now  entered  or  are  on  the  point  of  entering.  Some  are  now 
requesting  the  participation  of  missions  in  new,  enlightened  and  expanded  programs. 

5  —  Missions  thus  have  an  opportunity  to  give  in  this  century  a  Christian  wit¬ 
ness  comparable  to,  but  different  in  application  from,  their  witness  of  the  last.  It  will 
consist,  especially,  in  the  creation  of  pilot-plants  —  the  very  best  that  Christian  con¬ 
science  coupled  with  medical  knowledge  can  possibly  devise.  Such  plants  will  require 
more  money  than  we  are  now  giving  —  very  much  more  money. 

6  —  In  the  United  States  such  an  enlarged  challenge  is  an  enlarged  challenge 
to  all  Protestant  churches,  and  to  American  Leprosy  Missions  which  alone  ties  them  to¬ 
gether,  cooperatively  functioning  to  battle  this  scourge  overseas.  Already  we  aid 
151  colonies,  clinics,  hospitals  and  dispensaries.  Through  this  widely  planted  front 
against  leprosy,  the  churches  of  America  can  channel  to  almost  any  country  in  the 
world  the  new  help  now  needed  and  possible. 

7  —  To  bring  leprosy  under  control  now  seems  possible  for  the  first  time.  To 
wipe  it  out  is  the  goal. 


COOPERATING  SOCIETIES 

Africa  Inland  Mission 
Assemblies  of  God 

Ass’n  of  Evangelical  Churches  of  Puerto  Rico 
Ass’n  de  Secours 

Baptist 

American 

Canadian 

Conservative 

Mid-Missions 

General 

Danish 

Norwegian 

Bolivian  Indian  Mission 

Christian  Missions  in  Many  Lands 
Christian  &  Missionary  Alliance 
Church  of  the  Brethren 
Church  of  England 
Comissao  Portuguesa  Pro-Leproso 
Confed.  Evangelica  do  Brasil 
Congregation  a  I -Christian 

Evangelical  Mission  Covenant  Church  in  America 
Evangelical  &  Reformed 

Friends  Africa  Gospel  Mission 

Kozensha  (Japan) 

Lutheran 

American 

Augustana 

United 

Church  of  Lutheran  Brethren  of  America 
National  Lutheran  Council 

Mennonite 

Congo  Inland  Mission 
General  Conference 
Central  Committee 
Board  of  Missions  &  Charities 
Methodist 

Methodist  Church 

Free  Methodist  Church  of  North  America 
Mission  Norvegienne 
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Mission  Philafricaine 
Missionary  Bands  of  the  World 
Missionary  Church  Association 
Moravian  Church 

National  Holiness  Missionary  Society 

Philippine  Evangelical  Leprosy  Mission 

Plymouth  Brethren 

Presbyterian 

Presbyterian  Church  in  U.  S. 
Presbyterian  Church  in  U.  S.  A. 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada 
Reformed  Presbyterian 
United  Presbyterian 
Protestant  Episcopal 

Reformed  Church  in  America 
Regions  Beyond  Missionary  Union 

Santal  Mission 

South  African  General  Mission 
Sudan  Interior  Mission 
Sudan  United  Mission 

United  Christian  Missionary  Society 
United  Church  of  Canada 

Vellore  Christian  Medical  College 

Worldwide  Evangelization  Crusade 
Worldwide  Grace  Testimony 


The  Mission  to  Lepers  (London)  is  the 
parent  body  of  American  Leprosy  Missions,  Inc., 
from  which  the  latter  organization  severed  or¬ 
ganic  relationship  in  1917  when  it  became 
incorporated  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Close 
cooperative  relationships  continue,  particularly 
in  the  joint  support  of  all  American-connected 
leprosy  units  in  India,  of  which  60%  is  provided 
by  the  American  organization. 


AMERICAN  LEPROSY  MISSIONS,  INC. 

FORMERLY  AMERICAN  MISSION  TO  LEPERS,  INC. 

156  Fifth  Ave.,  Suite  1134,  New  York  10,  N.  Y. 

Branch  Offices 

850  St.  Charles  Ave.,  N.E.,  Atlanta,  Georgia 
326  W.  Third  Street,  Los  Angeles  13,  Calif. 

1  27  N.  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago  2,  III. 

4  Garber  Square,  Ridgewood,  N.  J. 

14  Beacon  Street,  Boston  8,  Mass. 

509  Burt  Bldg.,  Dallas  1,  Texas 


